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‘han $100,000 above that amount.
‘ference has been pard w1th other
antipoverty funds. -

oman ehtering the CAP shelter

ign a contract and is expected to -
he shelter within four weeks, un-
r life is still sermusly threatened.’ A
charged 43 a-day Tor. staying.at -
elter, and -an. addrtlonal 83 -for

hild over 12- For. ¢hildren’ under
rate is $1.50 a'day. ;

officials point out, however that
te is reduced for po Wom

1e CAP moteI each woman"has a?;_

te room where she stays with her
1, All the ‘women aré housed rn

red to talk w1th each: ther, espe-

in-the. therapy sesswu"“
nsdck- offlce 'l_‘h_f

; of the 14 CAPA
i are ‘working tow.
work. The executive-di

Aar, . -

e also'appeals to be a class d1f- '

e between _the-* two: p

y women “would be reluctant to stay at an
" 808 honie because the houses are not as

‘well kept as the CAP motel.’

‘Replies. Ms. Ramos: “I didn't know

‘we -were runnmg a. ﬂoor waxmg contest

s here "o e
‘To 808, it is: a source “of prlde to be,
“ too-busy meéting the needs of Jattered
women to take time to keep house
" CAP officials believe that an ordered, -
‘stable. approach is more likely to assmt

battered wives in making their transi-
tionid. SOS shuns the mstltutlonal atmo-
sphere as reflecting the same empha51s

. on conventronal structure. that- got "the .

~control my éntire life.”
“Everything Idid, 1. ,
2 heeded his approval He
i defined what | was. r:ghr
and’ wrong.".. -
IR -A battered wﬂe _
N ] " become 808's public spokeswomarn.

""‘Myfhusband used to

cor, Na-" -
Webb, was a social “worker han: -
hild abuse cases for the' Mlchlgan a
government before commg East,;

. worhen to accept beatmgs'm 3t :
pldce. It also detracts from the. Kindof
genuine iiteraction that is 507 helpf to.

the women, SOS maintains..

‘Last year, however, 80§ decrde, to .
risk-some of -its free, unstructured ap- .
proach in exchange for state and feder- -
- al funding. In May, Ms.- Ramog went; be-
“fore -the Bergen ‘County -Board: of .-
- .Freeholders to -ask’ that they sponsor

ory . 808's bid-for.this, government: moft
er of the Rldgewood chapter of -

ational - Orgamzatlon for Wome
that m1dd!e- and upper-mcome-;

‘Clad in biue - jeans and T-shirt; Ms: Ré-" -
~mos dehveled a bolsterous pohtrca! har— :
holl

for fallmg to share her sense of urgency
in dealing with battered wornen. . .
The freeholders, offended by Ms.
Ramos’s demeanor and dress, reacted
angrily. Freeholder Harry Gereeke de-

scribed the SOS leader as “a self-styled
expert in confrontation politics.” Free.
...~ holder D. Bennett Mazur called Ms. Ra-
© mos an “animal,” and vowed that the
.. board would never deaI wnth her or
808. .
: At a subsequent freehoIder meetlng
'Ms, Ramos presented each- freeholder
with a pair of pink paper lips, symboliz-

ing the lip service she said the board

" had paid to the issue of battered wom-- " plish
en. Since then, Ms. Ramos, following
. “the advice of her 11- member advisory
"+ board and Frecholder-Director Jere-
‘has not appeared
personally before " the fréeholders to
- argue S08’s position. Frances Treanor, -
- “an official .with the Social . Security

idah F. 0"Connor;"

Administration and an SO8 adviser, has

-As a result of the freeholders’ initial
outrage over Ms. Ramos, the board di-
rected John Lyle, executnre divector of

. CAP; to'seek federal funding for & coun-

ty-run shelter. Lyle subsequently set up
the CAP program..

.Six ‘months later, the f1eeholders in
an apparent turnabout agreed to spon-

- 80r S08s -bid for a $75 000 state grawit,

which required -the county to put . up

- mnore than $18,000 of its own money. The . |
-+ freeholders also approved an SOS plan’
“t0 buy a house for a permanent shelter
- with $75,000: in federal Comimunity De-

velopment (CD) funds Contracts for .

" the state. grant aré now being drafted :
-and theé-CD funds should be. avallable ';_
for the house this summer. __
= Whati caused the frecholders to

change. ‘thelr position is not™ entirely
T\e biggest flip-flop on SOS has

_come -from O’ Connor, Originally "an- -

] gered by Ms. Ramos’s belligerence be-

fore the board, -0'Connor has becomie -
. S08s biggest champlon among tbe free-

) “There s"‘nothmg mconsrstent in my '

pos1tlou,“ 0’Connor said. “When I first

nd I'm impressed, With the ad-

it SOmetlmes dammtt that's

posmon

[CAP] péop

* -them and telling

ontact with 808, T'wasn't fully -
-everytiiing they had actomn- | -

-~ O'Connor has pledged that the CAP

program will be funded again this yéar.

-The political hagglings pitting CAP
against SOS have led to opeu animosity
between the two groups. Leaders of
each voice contempt for the other. .

808 claims that CAP is profiting from

‘the work that SOS did long before

domestic violence was recognized as an

‘nnportant phenomenon While ' CAP
‘representatives’ say they recognize an

indebtednéss to Ms. Ramos's foresight

“and dedieation — Mrs. Fisen acknowl- ,

edges that many of CAP's advisers be-

._came ‘aware of the battered women sf
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-later.

d they've put together, I
with- Sandy's confrontation

eded fo get the ball roilmg v
sen,’ among other CAP ‘adyi- .
sory boa d'members has been outspo-

. kenly. crltlcal of O’Conno: s chiange in
} says the freeholders have,-
ort.to

_ At freeholder meetmgs e

where the fundmg of
battered women's shelters
is d.'scussed ‘CAP and

S0S represenratrves glare

at each orher

e Abloblem through Ms Ramos — CAP af-
* ficials'say that SOS 1sjlrm1ted in itg abil-
ity ; to" 'elate fo a broad spectrum of -

of hattered ‘wonien’s shelters are dis-

cussed,,,representatwes from CAP and -
" BOS sit.on opposite: sides ‘of the free- E
_holders’ -chambers and glare at -each

~other. Sometimes,.the sessions chssolve -

mto bitter- arguments

. Before one. freeholder meetmg, Mrs
_-\"Elsen and Eleanor Clark arother’ CAP '

At freeholder meetmgs where fundmg .

»P &

- ‘advisory hoard member, threatened to

quit the CAP program if a resolution

-giving funds to 8OS ‘wasn't tabled. The ' 7

freeholders withdrew the resolution for
two weeks, but pagsed it two weeks -

That resolutlon ordered SOS and CAP -
to agree on'a formila that would pre-

_vent duplication of each other’s efforts.
‘A meeting was held between the two

groups, hut -they simply agreed that
they wouldn't house the same women
SJmultaneously S :

‘Each program thougb,- p'rori'des"',_
many similar features, These include: - .

e A 24 hour hot line whlch women _'

cancall for adwce assretance, and di -

rection. The CAP number is 487~8484 ‘
and §O%'s ja 342:1185. "
e Child cdre services. Clnldren can .

_be_dropped off at the CAP program's .

Hackensack office for the day while the -

. mother is at the welfare office or seek-

ing a job or apartment. The service is

. comparable to baby-sitting. With 808,

the children are cared for as if they

© were members of the family with which )

the fnother is staying. There i§ tio. for-"-

3 mal syetem for child care..

‘o’ Legal consu]tatlon CAP has a‘j :

" consultant ‘who-offérs legal advice, SOS -

does the same, although nelther group |

‘ _prov:des attomeys in court.

e Group therapy - sessions. " Both

g prog:ams have regular therapy ses--

slons, with 10 to 15 women sharing expe~ :

) rlences and developmg peer support




