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- Uniortuniately,” the town's Jand  starved: . ;
. development ordinance excludes. * The ‘bod
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‘remained until deadling;and the - “Th
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-retal extension SRS S
88, when SOS'spro. -l - o
. -ﬂ\‘\MEMGQAE&E SR




LOCAL

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2004

Froni Page L-1

else not to comply. That's not what
we're hete for.” : )

- Afler repeated zoning board
hearings about the Sunflower
House, frustrated officials this
month fined the group $1,000 a
day, and $500 a week, zetroactive
to when ils certificate of occupan-
¢y was revoled in February 2003.

Strengthen Qur Sisters and-the |
has flonted the rules, moving foo .

township will meet again int court
Sept. 9, when a judge will decide
whether the fine stands. .

ly to doy” :
She believes thiat township offi-
clals ate targeting her organiza-
tion's operations, Neither of the
organization’s - buildings ~ in
Wanaque have any outstanding
code violations, said Jeffrey Brus:
co, construction and zoning offi-
cial, .
“T'want the town to stop mak-
ing raad blocks for us and honor
the work that we are ‘doing,” she
said. “These beautifll women
would otherwise have nowhere
else to stay. They want us to gel
out of town, and we're not leay-
ing-l’ . 3 )

None of the buildings pose an
immediate danger, officials said:
Many of the problens are minor.

. For example, before they are given
away, unregisiered donated cars
‘are stored at residences in West
Milford, breaking local zoning
codes, .

But others are serious. The or-
panization has renovated its build-
ngs without permits, construction
officials said, At the Treasures
thrift shop on Linceln Avenue, fire
code officials have issued numer-

ous violations becausé they found
merchandise blocking aisles and

fire exdts.

“Is il more inportant to file the
right piece of paper, or save 2 sen-

lor who is just hanging on?” said.

Sandra - Ramos, director of
Strengthen Our Sisters, “Pll pick
the semior”  ~ * - .
* The fine js the latest skirmish in
a growing battle between town-
ship officials and Strengthen Our
Sistefs. "Officjals say the problems
go'beyond missing paper work,
““They have ignored us” said
Jitm Lupo; the township's zoning
officer, ) ]
Officials say the ofganization

many women into buildings that
violate health and zoning codes,

Although the group has made
speedy repairs 10 address officials’
CONCems in many cases, it has also
failed t6 appear before boards or n
municipal court. ;
Ramos says the prablens stem

from her organization’s lirnited re-
spurces; Strengthen Our Sisters
depends on pro-hono lawyers,
who must often address paying

-clients' concerns first. She also
noted that construction permits

require $2,000 — a $500 fee and
$1,500 in escrow funds, - _

“There are code issues in prob-
ably every building in West Mil-
ford,” she said. “Bverything they
told us, we have worlked ditipent-

“The only way wé took care of
Treasures ‘was to ~[temporarily]
shut it down,” said- Mile Waoch,
township fire marshal. “They are
stretched too thin, They take on
too meny things at one time, Jf
they would concentrate on one

building, there probably wouldn’t -
. thrive in fraditional shelters, which

be a probjem.”
Ramos, -whose -free-wheeling,
anti-bureaucratic style has yielded

‘results and controversy through-

out North Jersey, said that the
needs for women’s services out-
pace funding, That forces a sharp
priorilization that puts the imme-
diate needs of women above per-
mits and paperwork.

“We want to comply,” Ramos
said. “We try to do everything they
want us to do. It's just that we
don't have the money,”

Ramos is the founder of Shelter
Our Sisters, the Bergen County
sheller for battered women that
was the first such center in the
country. Ske left in the late Eighl-
ies, afier she clashed with the
trustees of the successful orgarsza-
tion. Shé helped found Strengthen
Our Sisters In the early Nineties,
postponing a planned retirement
to address the needs of Passajc
Courity women. :

The group was initially funded:

by a $350,000 state grant and her -

own contributions. Today, private
donations and granis fund its ac-
tivities.

Ramos had long sought a shel- .

“ter dedicated to elderly wome,

Elderly women did nol generally.

cater 1o - mothers with aung

W )
children. The Old Route 23 loca-

tion was made available when jts
owner,-a Shelter Qur Sisters vol-

-unteer, began offering rooms in
“her hoine to ciderly women in

need, ‘

" “They came to my rescue,” said |

resident Isabelle, 69, still soft-spo-
ken and bone-thin after surviving
pancreatic cancer last year. Drugs
to treat the disease.cost $1,000 a

- month, draining her savings, She
-was, evicted and moved to the

shelter this spring.

Her project this sumimer: add,
weight to her -89-pound, 5-foot
frame, and get ready io teach day-
care classes in the fall,

“It's a haven for us right now,
when we're in need,” she said. “In.
time, we'll work forward and pass
by our obstagles.” =~

* E-mail; carrol!@noﬂh}ersey,com'




