SOS staffers — strengthen Our Sisters shelter staff mejnbers
(from left): Mary Brooks DeGroat (advocacy director), Betty-
(night house mother) and Sarah Wig

_ ins (day house mother) a
jast week's West Miiford Township

ouncil meeting.
— Photo by Becky

{(508), a progtam which
provides support and shel-
“tet for:the victims-of do-
inestic' violence, currently
operates’a shelter ing West
Milford Towtiship..

‘Director Sandra Ramos

founded the . program,
which now operates many
shelters in Northern New:
Jetsey, out of her home 21

“yeats ago. Receiving re-

quests. fof " help’ from
women living in the area,

‘shle became aware of the
need for 4 shelter i upper

Passaic’ County;. Thé pro-

for violence victims |

By BECKY SCHMOYER
“sirengthen Our Sisters

graim stresses the impoi-
tance of operiing local shel-

ters so that women seeking -

assistance in rural parts of

-+ thie county arenot fotced to -
relocate. t0 an [uinfamiliar

innet-city location. « .3

 The shelter provides a *
home,; food and support _ me of |
* téris “passiton’” .

services to its clientsaiid its
client’s families, It is run
ona cooperative basis with
the women playing a major
‘tole in all aspects of the

" opetation, planning méals,
acting as “house mothérs,”

 offerihg support to gach

othet and answering cails

for help. The program is

“also assists clients inapply-

j992
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-and curtently cari accom

. on the Passaic Connty

‘Director, Sdndy: Ramos,

directed at formirigawork

ing bond between people .
to help the viclims gain
independence and to be-.
come assertive. The staff’

ig fot etnefgency assis-
tance and permaheiit hous- g
ing. The theme of the shel- 4

House Motlier Sarah
Wiggins said that children
from families living at the
shelter sometimes arfive
severely batfered and have
emotional ptoblems. The
staff does its best as “one
big family” to accomino-
date the needs of the kids,
she said, ' Current plans
include several’ trips -and
parties on Halloween and
Christmas. o
ter is lotated-on four acres
modaie 17 families. Al
though partially funded by
the state, the prograi also
relies on private dohations

For further information?

branch of Strengthen Ou
Sisters, contact. Executiv

(201.) 831-(}8’98.
Bus safety
promoted in




