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LOCAL NEWS.

WEST MILFORD

" Jord's “NIMBY,", or' not-in-my-
backyard, mentality.-Por years,

Ag they eath. Ramos ~ i1e first woman to.estab-
the patio- umﬁneﬂa, the ladJEs uf the
Carpusel” House reached an
epiphany; sunbathing in a private.
backyard is far better than loung-
Ingonaroadside porch.. -
ke heaven back here)’ said
g Qur Sisters’ (SOS)
a.nd F’oundcr

North America: -+ ahout-huilding
and zoning regulations. at'several
West Milford SOS sites, she says.

“Every house that we have has
been a struggle!” Ramos said,

She bought 1he Carousel House
on.Old Route. 23, pre\qously the
Newfeundland: Tri1 Bed & Break-
fast; fron dwmer Monika Philippe
her: gnproﬁt Dbattered .women’s inDecember2002. Eocal residents
{s=av1ct|m of West Mil~ soon.took up-a: fight against the

* allsgedly unkempt conditions. at
- Carousel, now the gentor. 808
shelter, She-aceuses the township

ally, Rumos heheves.!hnt

ing:the money-starved S0S: -

g 10wnshlm i, cu:rently
i investipating site and:health code.
vidlations: at two-separate: 5O8
ocaticns; Hespoke again at both:

.!nd.'asp! faly"dia:am Gt
Distavar”tiis anclent am:l
6y, ba.'zm:fng and-th

meetmgs but' dxd not:specifically

tnkenlyidentified the arganization,
+ o "Weneed to takie action? Gor-
vens snid i Apf, rcga:dmgasep-
i systont laakage at fhe main shel--

wrisial

'Any Dnvewayr el Uk How Fopdi.
of stoaortore:. EREE: ESTIMATE

fown cfficial3-“hdve harangued-

lish a battered women’s-shelter in:

i and its residents of imfairly ta:gct- [

When. (former councﬂmm). :
Bob Szuszkowski ealled. me-list-

the Moy-27. and: June-2: council:’
recently: dellirered a
- (C.O) at the sénior shielter.

er on. Union Valley- Road anda--
imissing- cetlificate of accupaney.

Isabelle-Tarefla:{t} an

Philippe; who- 1s~cu1renllylti1e

housemother: at Carousel,” said” -

thiere had beenca. fire at the build-
inig just befdre-SOS: purchased.it,
The organizition-goka cedificate
af aceupancy:soon:aftét:renava-
tions, but the-township fold Ramos
that she would need a-cliange of
use fo reflect: te. home's: now
bhoardinghouse stalus; Ramos says
however that ifs use-as.a bed and
breakfast hasn't changed, .~ -~ +
1 didn'tkniow she: (Rmms) was

" a. licensed. construction: official?

responded: Kt Wagner, lead: of
the: tovmsiii ‘Bmldmg Depart-

" ment; last Friday.: “Fict is,. the

chiange involves a lot - Mistallment

- of sprmkiem fire- escapes;. and firg
alarms. ..

Wagnel said that SOS ll'ls been

- in violetion since Pebruary 2003

and the organization has incurred
a $500 fine each weelt for overa

. I‘;E“ SOS needs. to- establish a
_boardlig home usage fora proper

uS&mother” Monika Phii Ippa(r) West Milford Township ofnclals
mmans to the nunprofit orqamzattan for {wo separate site.violations,

“The article says that Council President William
Gervens {8 concerned about the healthy and
safety of the people. Well, we want everyoneto
know that if it had not been for the help we
received from Strengthen Our Sisters and the
safety of the Sunflower House, some-of us would
likely be dead”
* ~Dofores Lougheed-

auther of letter In repiy to Gervens' antl«S 0 S
Greenwood Lake Naws article.

Triow thatif it had not been for the
help-we received fram Strengthen
Qur Sisters.and the safety of the
Sunflower House, some.of us
would likely be dex d” .
Sixty-nine-year-old.  Iszheile
Torellivsaid that the shelter “means.. -

Tosing Carousel. “Nobody wants us
n our neighborhoods, That's so
unfair?

Gervens’ call for action against
the 5C3 landed ir the May 3 issue
of The Greeznoood Lake News and::
forced Lougheed o write aledter to »

don't have money 10 feed tha
women,” Ramos said: - =

George Cotz; who Is reprosent..
ingSOS forfres, toldJudge George:
Cluff at & May 20: court hearing
that the Apeil zoning” board oft
adjistment (ZBA) meetig lacked:
a quorumn on a pending-use vari-

© ance-applcation: Wihiile-not syn-

onjmous; the-use: variance andi
change of use are “tangentially,
related) Cotz later said: If the ZB Az
denies the varidnee; it cauld place;
the C:0: i jeopardy, Yet, i’ thet
variance is approved;. 505 could
stili e guilty of nUt havmg tho
proper C.Oi* -

Though five aut seven hoard
members: were present,. SOS8
required a muajorify of five votes tor
get. the variance approved. Cotz
argued that it was unreasonable tor
expect all five- members-to vote
unanimously. Fe rejected a.mon=
etary-pled Barpain offered by the:

" prosecition on May 20 and won a

brief postponement i court: .
- At the next:-May: 25+ zoning:
board meeting; Colz said-that hy

. state staluté; abattered women's

shelter cart be preciuded Fom &
residendial area by forcing a use
variance: upon- it. THe ZBA: also
adjpurned the matter undl the end-
of June. (The council stlf hasn't
azppm)nted a full querum tu the

More-ti'uuble-
The:May. 20 court appearance
also refated to a summans issued®

- by the health'department for a sep-

tic overflow at the:'main SOS shel=
ter, which'is a health hazard that.
needs: an: immediate correction;:
Judge:Cluif said: K found guilly fon
averflow; 08 may ba subject tow
$1,000fine - an amountit paid last-
y;ar whcn faced vnth the same’
[+
Ellen Ken.ny. dl.rector of 508§.

shelter operations;-said: it took a-
cansiderable- amount of time to!
find a contractor willing to workin:
West- Milfard. where gbtaining
upgradé permits i§ sometimes a.
lengthy-process: Also, out-of-a list
of 32:coniractors providid by the.

. tovmship, Kenny found only one.

willing to-assess the damage with-
out charge: Mike Fa.rmggm, from:
BarthCare’s All-County: Division, -
‘While the problem at the main:
shelter i3 admittedly a largs one,
Farruggia said.th lRamas 'hould—'
‘l bedined..
- “Why-not-help her ralse r.be




