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'“fe1ers and the wwes “Their’ ehaldhoed stouee

“ape horrenidous,” she says. “The men ave fright-
,kened ineffective, unhappy people. Both the men -
" nd women don’t bave friends and are lonely.”
«i - Thal’s why she is trying to form a couples

- gi‘oup and a men’s groiip. “Thése men are hurt- -
‘ing, too,”

she says. “They cant ezpress_their
Jeelings and communicate, and groups are ofien
,less threatening than one-gn-one therapy where

_sOmeefie-is singled out.” -

57" But the'lack of money and of job SleS con<
“tinues- to block  independence for the, women'._'
“They ‘don’t have _power, they can't éven hirea .

lawyer to get their children back,? she says,

- The childreh are also a deep' CcOnCern. “The -
nld1e11 of v1olence ‘suffer: ‘terribly,” she. says. -

Evexy smgle chlld needs he[p They r'e nervous,

. “What We want them to do IS z‘o

feel good about themselves If
people feel good about
“themselves, they don’t need to.

take their’ .-nseourmes out on ane
ahother T

 — Laurie Michel.

‘ msecur‘e and fughtened Many have already '
. heen battered themselves.”

An abuser can he of any professmn and any
type personality, says Ms; Ramos, the 40-year-

old founder of S0S: “They’re victims themselves

and cowdrds, Ninety-three percent of them were
battered as children. The macho types let you
know where they stand. But it’s the doctors, law-
“yers, professionals wlo are so deceiving and
charming, you wouldn't believe they are violent.
Then when they go to court they have friends to
help thelr case.’

‘battered women into her home in 1970 pestered,
-then campaigned unti! ‘the Bergen County Board
of Freeholders funded a center four years ago.
She is still fighting.
T “My salary is under $17,000 and I'm direc-
‘or,” she says. Mostly she is concerned about the
fact that it is the only shelter, “Space is at' a
‘premium here,” she gays. “And the wives we're
-getting .are just the tip of the iceberg in the
‘problem of wife battering.”

“T guess we could use everything — exeept |

anches,” Ms, Ramos says as she waters an Afri-
“can violet plant in her tiny office. “Donations of
money, food, and community support from peo-

I+ Ms. Ramos, who is dwmced began tak:ngl

ple who can donate a room as a second—stage_
- house when the women are teady to leave here.”

"~ Donations of eiothlng come in from wom-

‘en's elubs, The clothing is sold at the shelter’s:

thrift shop at 673 Cedar Lane, Téaneck — after

. the women have sorfed tlnough it,

Meanwhile, everyone takes a furn at the

conklng and the cleaning up at the shelter. No .

dafing is allowed, -

L friend wn;h Sscissors 4 after he had'dangl

says a ea' 'old weman who stabben

: T rm Ieammg about my feehngs
- the fact that there are differént types's
says “one wornaii: I used to give, glve,
-"wheneve1 T needed help, ell I got wa‘

' “You're ‘supposed. ‘to be gettmg peace of

mlnd thinking about what youw're going to do
_w1th your 11fe and especially with your klds, :




