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femintbt group that has been caring
battered wives for eight years has
webived preliminary approval for state
ba, widning out over the Bergen |,
Inty antipoverty agency. :

Services (DYFS) is expected to
vd $86,000 to Shelter OQur Sisters

) was involved in a court battle with
city. A Superior Court judge in July -

to use her home at 133 Cedar Ave, -

n shelter for battered wives, .. : .~

eral fufids used ":

ccording to DYFS sources, a state
Jisory committee recommended that
F receive the funds Instead of the
gen Community  Action Prograin
Py because of the feminist group’s
¢ experience with battered wives, -

e gtate Division of Youlh and Fam- :'.‘ - :
- ‘Tug-of war'

S), the Hackensack-based group “:’

4

Sinee May, CAP has operated” &

$174,000 - program for hattered wives

with federal funds. The program has
had to house women in holols because
. it hasw't been able to establish a shel-

+ - ter, The CAP program {8 funded oul‘yr

for a year, = . -, _ .

. 'The fecainmendauon follows what. ob-
" gervers describe an a politieal tug-of-

_ "+ war between 808 and the county free.-
orderdd SOS leadér Sandy Ramosg .

" hotders, who support CAP's plan to op-
" arate shelters for battered wives in Ber-
gen Counly. T
The two groups had submitfed rival
proposals for a state-funded regional
shelter to-the Bergen County Coalition
for Title 20. The county coalition makes
_recommendations to the slate ndvisory
committee, which sends a proposal to
. the DYFS for f{inal approval, '
-. - According’ to wiinutes of a counly
meating, the coalition members crlti-
clzed duplication of services by 808 and
CAP. o )

‘- Canatian shelles studied

~ One of the coalition members wanted
o knpw why CAP had investigated shol-
ters in Toronto when an-exisling ageri-
cy, 808, was providing the services in
‘ Bergen County. Ruth Dawson,. dnother
* coalition member, ashed why a second
-+ program had been initinted by CAP de-
+ gpite the existence of S0S. o
The coalition voted 6 to 3 to uige the
tf]rcehﬂI(I{:rl.;;l to {}lvad‘lhe femdnist group
12 matehin unds re ’
fun;!s. ching quired to - get .
The freeholders refused to fund 80
in May, but they approved a CAP pros— .
posal to-‘ﬁt a $174,000 federal gramt °
. from thae K -8. Department of Labor, .-

- Slte opposed ' - AT
Sl "‘f
Siice then, CAP.has been lryin‘ {0 6.
tablish a county shelter in a zg-mom‘
boarding house on Unlon Street in Hack-
Y 238{]101(. {]Il:{lckensacllci officials, confront., "
<™ ed by-public opposition, have refused to
“* accept the shelter, . ‘ . Ed to.:»
- . S08 members and supporters of 508
- have been angered ail along at the free-
-~ holders’ selection of CAP and the slow
progress toward helping battered wives,

Ms. Ramos, who ruas the SOS cénter, .
-appeared before the freelolders earlier
this year when her shelter was closed
by court order and criticized the county
for its failure Lo establish a new shelter,
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