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Christine Long can't aflord a di-
voree lawyer righl now, but if she
could, she would take advantage of
a new court rule that allows bat-

-tered women going through a di- _

vorce Lo seel damages for pain or
gullering through a civil suit.

and sl.ow the jury’ her mlssmg
teelh,

“He knocked all my lccth out,”
Loy, 39, said of her bushand, who
she said a]mscd her for more than
o decade. 'l have acars around my
eyes, I've been slabbed in the arm,
and T have emotional scars. He
owes me for pain and sulfering,
and he owes the children, too.”
Azoni o resident of Strcngthen
Our ‘)IHtL‘t‘S, u_baltered women's |
sheller in [assaic Counly, and
other abused women and their ad-
vocutes applauded a state Su-
preme Courl ruling released Tues-
day that would let them seek
¢ ~ensalion before a jury,

i 1 tt H . [ .
nis decision is saying, ‘A bat-

tered woman 18 no different from ~

any glher person who is entitled o
sue lor injuries.” 1t's a tremendous
step forward for batiered women,”
said Debea Donnelly, an atlotney
and the direclor of Aliernatives to !
Domestic Violence, a Bclgen
County advocacy group. .
“[t's not onough in thal it can no
WAy ever repay the pam and gul- «
fering, but it's fair, it's justice,” * -
said_sandy Ramos, :the direclor:,
wand founder of Strengthen Our,'-
‘Sisters, - . ‘
Non- custodlal paroan worry'
" that the. rule could open the: doo,
' I;cwil suits to; be used as leverages;
i divorce procoedmgq But amat
,rmmmal ]dwyer repreaentmg the#
gtale. bar: dss,ocmtmn Fsaidy {shg
“rdoubled there wotld be a’dubstan

EEE

tial increase’in- the number of.'

- gases.

“If.it's.a legltlmate case [of do
mestlc .viplence], "I don’t “seo”
~problem w1th that. The' problem i
wwhen yol've: got somebody?umn
“tha legal? process -to, further” their;
# ends,:aid: Greg Galbo,-a law=} *!]

“Pat- Baxbanto, chauwaman 0
“.the ‘Family <Law* Sectloh 'of <the ™
+statd,bar . assuclatnop,"‘ smd ahe_

Rattered ngen S groups applémd
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hlgh court decision-

.

’ already overwhelmed fannly (.Olllt
She could just open her mouth '

cascload,

thing judges can’t handle
Barbarito said s§me malrimom-

al attorneys imay start referving -

civil caseg.to personal injury law-

. yers, One result may be that law-

yers take civil domestic violence |
-cases on a contingency, bams, she’

- sald; -

Many battered women like

. Long, who ts from Park Ridge,
A

_vmlence,

S who heads the Bergon County,gm__
“area chapter of: ‘the. New Jarse
. Counil fot Clnldren s le'hts' !

.'r;-'

e L ev—

. can't afford aLLorneys to mpu,senL

them and aro reluctant to try to
represent themselves,

The mf.roductmn of civil cases
also raises the question of what
may be considered as domestic
-violence and how it is proven in a
courtroom, suid Dominick Ro-

s mano, pmsxdent of the non- Lusto-

dial parents’ group.
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lonce fc;rﬂ;éaré:. ‘But when he hit

", .their infant son during a vacation
“Is it somewhat burdensome?

_ iSure Butl I don't think 1ts any-

in Bangkok, she fled the hotel with

- her baby, their passports, and the

clothes they were wearing for the
protection of the Amencan Em-.

-bassy.

Back in the Umted States after

- elght months in a Passaic County

|

ghelter for battered women, Shell-
1Lee filed for divorce in Bergen
T County. Last December, a judge
gmnted her child support, ali-
mony, und $o 000 ‘compensation

“Under the terms ag it is used -

now, verbal and emotional abuse
are considered acts of domestic
Romano aald “It has

\ . has’ to bo defined g more. accumtely ;

< where” it only holds true in cases
;-_whare ‘there, Is actual physical or
i sexual abtise’and it's proven '
“For'Shell- Leo, n'Pasaaic County’
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I w1th the.‘

ymbohc

ac}mowledgé
‘mont of'the’ problem

™

’*reaxdent ;who . escaped from her °

-British: «h_uaband’s “ablge’ literally. ¢

clothes on her back, the _ .
air her churges before al
ﬁlury 9748

Shell Lee, "who ‘asked ' t;hat hel”i
Jast name not be’ used, endured her -
'abuswe husband 9 esculatmg vig- ”

s doubted that'a tlooZi'of new'¢a s's‘_-f- c

would he flled fur ther tying up’an

.for the mental anguish she’d suf-"-'
fored. - ,!:
"~ She said she never has received
any payment, and she is receiving?
welfare and lives in submdtzcd*
- housing, N
. “The good tlnng ubout having
your peers decide is I don’t think ;
people realize how common d0~
mestic violence is. Since [ came
' out of the closet about it, g0 many
people have pulled me amde to say,
“This is happening to me, or my
sister,"” _
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