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several mtcrested communny

leaders and members. from the
‘township and held an old-fashioned

- open house, to acquamt peoplf: with
"the shelter.

The’ day offlcially began ‘with the
motion of . afro-per-

beat her drum in time to a Langston

Hughes piece and encomagecl all.
‘those in attendance to join in a

tladmonal African welcome song.
“Tyler uses her drum as a healing
instrument and instructs ‘women at
the shelter to use the (hum thera-
peuhcally
“Following  Tyler, nnmster and

‘Chairwoman of the SOS board Ann
opening

Benedelto | offered  an.
prayer. . . Benedeito said -the grass
roots. organization has; calways ex-
tended a°helping hand’ for people in

“need and empowered woman to
make the world a ‘better. place.

““The, shelter is'a safe haven and
& warm. commumty for everyone
who comes here,”” Benedetto said..
Reprcsentatlves from’the Passaic

liviig at-the 'shelter took - turns
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As always, the need f01 morc-

volunteers was stressed and com-
munity suppoit is still a prlmary
concern, Ramos said. .
Andie Gammon represented the
West Milford Lioness Club and said
she was “‘very impressed” by the
shelter and felt it was a '*marvelous
environment for the children.”
Gammon said hér organization has
listed the shelter as one of their
priovity projects for 1991. ‘
So far, the Lioness Club has
donated clothes, toys, toiletries, a
crock pot, a television and a small
dinette set to the shelter
Gammon, also’ a member of
Riverdale’'s Town and Country
Motorcycle Club, said the club

project for Barth Day. The club cut,.
cleared brush and rototiiled a 20-
foot by 20-foot plot of land at the

“shelter for use as a vegetable and

fruit garden. The gardeu has helped
to teach gardening  skills to the

and is already ' producing fresh

If .interested in serving as a
volunteer at the shelter, SOS-is in

‘degperate .need of electricians,
~carpenters and plumbers or any type

of assistance,
Ramos can be contacted at 2 Ellen ‘
St., Rgngwood, 0’/"456.




