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Former director-wins temporary unemployment benefits

By DanM, Bergih
Staff Writer

TEANECK
founder and former executive director of
the Save Our Sisters shelter for battered
wommnen, was fired by the group's board of
trustees in-January for alleged sexual
misconduct, mismanagement, insubor-
dination and inducing persons to commit
perjury, according to ber termination
letter. . ]

1t is the first time that the allegations
against Ms. Ramos have been made
public; they were attached to a lawsuit
filed in stale Superior Court by the em-
battled former director. )

The suit seeks reinstatement to her

Sandra Ramos, the .

$25,000 a year position plus damages and
costs. Ms. Ramos is also suing the board
for libel and slander in the promulgation.
of the charges-against her to the state
unemptoyment insurance office after she
applied for benefits, She is currently col-

lecting a weekly $214 uqemployment .

check. )
Rames and the board had refused in,

the past to disclose the reasons forthe .
and trustees contacted - -
ed her innocence and sald she was never
notified of any of the allegations. in’
" pumerous performance evaluations con-

termination,

yesterday declined to discuss the case or
the specifics of ihe allegations w_hich_lecl

to the dismissal.

In a four-paragraph lettef dated. Jan. ‘

23 which notified Ms, Ramos of her ter-
mination, board- chairman Ronald H.

D’Angele wrote: ‘“The reasons for ypur"

termination include, but are not limited

to, subornation (in 1aw, the act of instruc- -

ting a witness to give false testimony),
sexual misconduct, .insubordination,
mismanagement, improper supervision,

‘and the board's dissatisfaction with other

aspecls of your performance,”’
‘Crazy” charges

‘Ms. Ramos has continuously maintain-

ducted prior to her [iring.
She conceded, though, thal the board
did express displeasure with her handl-

ing of the secondary housing phase of the

" ting 808,

shelter program. Internal changes in her
job description and staff reorganizations
prevented effective oversight of the pro-

gram, she maintained.’

wphe charges are an attempt to make '

people think I'm not credibie ... they're

erazy,” said Ms. Ramos, “arguing that

none have been substantiated.
.But according to Gajl Mitchell, a
Hackensack attorney who is represen-

withesses to confirm the aliegations.
“We have signed statements by shelter
clients that corroborate the allegations
and by some shelter employees,” Ms.
Mitehell said. , ‘

See RAMOS, Page 40

the board will produce:
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number of witnesses or iden-
tifty them; claiming, “'1 don’t
want to try this in the
néwspapers.” Likewise, she
would not reveal specific
detalls of the allegations. -
When asked -about  the
witnesses, Ms. Ramos-said,

bunch of lies.”

Regains benefits -

victory in an order to show

. BERGEN COUNTY: -

Hackensack Medical.Center
has established a

&

S

She would not disclose the.

“They’re going to be in'a lot
of trouble because that's a .

Both sides are ‘claiming:

ttle

Ccause hearin"g' held 1last

Thursday when a judge tem-
porarily
Ramos’ non-salary employ-
ment benefits,

“We went there requesting
reinstatement, Qur position
is that we prevailed,” said
lda Castro, Ms. Ramos' at-

torney. State Supertor Court
.Judge Sherwin”Lester’
‘ordered the hoard:*!lo-ailow

her to rejoin the benefit pr
gram,” Ms. Castro said.

“Both parties"will “appear’
and argue whether: or not
S08§ is entitled to. discharge:

ledical Center beginsprogram:
comprehensivé cancer Pro- Ganter’s’ Pain. .Servics s |
-modeled - after . otlier . suc-
--¢essful programs around the
--country; riotably“the one at,

‘gram. The service*is under
the direction of Richard J.-
~wttidigeiplinary naip -ser- Rosénbluth, M.D., chief of:

reinstated Ms. .

shelter had a-right to fire

“‘People - who ~know - me
. (kmow):-that my only -crime :
~was helping the women.”.
- “The SOS .irustees, on the’
~othér: hand,: maintain’. that-

_Sandra without cause,” the Ms. Ramos was an “‘at will”

Hackensack lawyer added, employee.who served at the
noting that a hearing will be pleasure . of the board of
held Aprilll, = ~ directors, - according to at-
Ms. Ramos said Friday: torney Marvin Gladstone.
“The judge was really ter- He said Ms. Ramos could be
rific. He identified -the 'key fired withouf cause.
issue — whether or not the - Ms. Mitchell, who serves
] had ) as associate counsel for SOS,
me: He 'was right on'target, called the judge’s action.''a
e'seemed.to understand.”’; .win.on our part.” The judge
R R R < peally -dide’t do -anything.

ensitivity,” she . added,

w17 Qlagp-Kettering

'Gi'e'c-:iti;ir‘lg‘-'" Lester with.'-At-‘ -any. ithe-‘you  have:
employment™:.. you can:ex--
.tend’ insurance coverage. It

has nothing to do with that
she was fired,” Ms, Mitchell
added, pointing out that a

temporary -restraining
order, in which Ms. Ramos
sought full reinstatement,

.was denied,

‘““We recognize. her
notorious stature ... that
she’s a very famous woman

“— that she-has-a.reputation

in ‘the field. of . baftered
women's rights, but shé is an

-employee’ at “Wwill;""- Ms, Mit-.

chell continued. *- -

Ms. Ramos founded the
shelter at her home some 1
years ago and had served as
the group's executive direc
tor since SOS was charterec
in 1975 and began receiving

" fedeéral, money,. The shelter

has grown to include homet
in Teaneck, Ramsey, Leoni¢

. and. Bogota.: :

“I think {the case) is going
in a good-direction — it’s jus:
not going “as- quick .as I'c
like,” Ms."Ramos saild Fri
day. . . I




