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orcing the town'’s

ty codes or cutting a

ved shielter some slack?
if sho

. Ramos, foundér of the country’s
1 first battered wornen's shelier; says

" that while shé doesn’t want taskirt
tho law, she can't afford to follow it

- tions and various grants; the recent
. lines fat'exceed what she can pay.
. While she’s filéd- the- proper:

. its priorities in or
- at Tuesday night's spealc-out and
“candlelight vigil. “Their priority is
: control...- but. we . ai¢ . serving

. either, SOS orily brings in $14iil-
lion annually from private dona-

ﬁ;fi[iéi‘wopk, Ramos is also heavily
dépendent  on: “her pro - bono

~lawyer's schedule; he woks as a
- municipakattorney in Sloatsbiirg,
3 osition, - -

yniggilly of qot'llaﬁng
in pider,” Ramos said

women. We
monéy” -

just' don't have ‘the
. Her fear of going bankrupt is

temporarily quieted.”

At thé Sept. 23 court hearinig,
Township ~ Prosecutor Thomas

“Kaczla and Geoge Cotz, then

- Sunflower facks- because: of its *
- location in'a residential area

ot for S80S’ illegal opéra

illegal use. After a series of posts

rofit’

ithotit- the clusive CO, whic!

said,
This second violation, . h

of
the senior boarding house iri d des-~
ignated residential zone;: le: Vs
Ramos' with~ an - outstanding ©
$530,000 penaity, - AR

She applied for a use variance -
with the zoning board of adjust:: .
ment only this April, following16 .
mmionths of Sunflower’s techiically

ponements, another scheduling.
contlict left Cotz missing in action
at_a crucial- board hearing last
S0 meinbers - dismissed - the
application without prejudice. .-
“I" dow't want any’ default ™

SEE 505, PAGE A7
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Al 7. On Tuesday night, about 39
CPROMPAGEM shielter residents, staf mernbe

S © . andvolunfeers gathered infronto
“approvals;’ said Chairman Robert Town Hall and held signs that
- ‘Brady, as he faced anapproaching sead: “We protect what you reject;
deadline. - and “Get tough on batterers, not
. Thursday's decision, however, hattered Women's sheliers”
‘essentially waives the iownship . Some returmed  on ‘Thursday
.reguiation that yequires zonifig afternoon- to ‘picket hefore the.
board approval for a work permit,  court hearing e
“"Kaczka said. SOS could therefore. . “I didn’t know how. to protect
. pick up the necessary permit on myseli anid I didn’t know the favr,
‘ihe morming of Sept. 24 © said one town resident, BT ferring -
. Kurt “Wagner, the sowi’'s chief to remain anonymous, about her -
construction sfficial, said that once 24-year marnage to an abuser.’
the fire escape, sprinilers - and ank God, now Fm happily

alarms are updated, SOS wotid be divorced™ " S
eligible for a temporary certificate  Without SOS's legal advice, she

of occupancy (TCO)- said she wouldn't _have had the.
A TCO is an imposing letter COWrAZE to leave her ex-husband. § e

. mﬁwﬁ.@og the wmw,w thing. Togeta He still mqu in town. may : S
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- Put she's calim for now. - ke

. Edgewater, filmed

aﬁmﬁ_n@ﬁmﬁ&gﬁ,mbocwﬂ_._ T T ST AT
nattires on a circulating petition,” - - abide by umiversal res. . As i this mont! ‘nine seniors
‘Ramos said. “I figure i you &y " “Thetownshipisnot med - live ak:the two-storied: Sunflower
everything, something will wo: * " with money;: said. o (but)y ‘House” - IR
.. She's even considered filing a . the: saféty of the peoplerat the - ﬂwm&oﬁwiﬁﬂoum.ommquﬂ. ,
federal lawsuit if the second heftier. Cpuilding? “al sit that  have wcoutitered
: “ Founded in. 1987, SOS has a probi itk thetowhship. Inthe

' fine'isn't dropped..Cotz is agaimst T , . _i_
P s {otal of seven facilities i Passaic mmmﬁ_mo_mwm.m&‘_.mro@, chitdrem’s
‘County split between West Milford mmmomﬂ,mwm._ﬁaw.@mﬂnu yeceived

“West Miilford officials respond -

“Fm mmwm. mmﬁ%ﬂo&m E&mu jest Matlford ¢ ana mhdls
at %mw_mnmm.mwmn#@mn of scme - ‘and neighboring Wanaque. Co _mﬁ%goummm_.ﬂwmoﬂmwmv_mm@..wmmﬁm.

want to work somiething outinan; £ 't . : .
amicable way; he said. “T would. conspiracy to close the SOSordr- - It provides shelter, counseling, code violations.” o
certaindy...” v -+ weitout of towit They say the res- - job skills, parenting classes- and ~ Repairson a failing septic $ys-
This weels’s protests suggest that idents afen’t victims of bureaucra- - . 2i ;

Th rotests su cnts afen’t i computer training for about 155 temm at one site Bﬁwﬁ.ﬁg Qct.
Sandy? isn't abou to back down @_ﬂgﬁ.&&ﬁ.&%ﬁm&H_naﬁ e TR S "

4 to avoid additional fnes. -




