- Sandra Ramos
Case pending against sheiter

By Susan Karlin

‘Corraspondont

TEANECK " An. advocacy group for bat-
tered women will restore full membership- privi-

leges to the Shelter Our Sisters. (SOS) home in
" Teaneck now that the state has been unable to
substantiate complaints made against the’ shelter -

" The New Jersey Coalition for Battered Wom-

fen an advigory.group that makes pohcy and fund-
mg recommendations to state-agencies, had asked -
- officials of the state Division of Youth and Family

Services (DYIS) to conduct an investigation into

six complaints concexmng how the 508 sheIter _

was run.
An on-site mvestlgfatlon was undertaken and

‘in a Dec. 18 letter, DYFS Management Team Di-
rector Thomas Blatner gsaid officials could not -
validate the complaints and said he was “satis- .
fied” it was operating in accordance with state

regulations.

The shelter’s votmg privileges in the coahtlon R
* had been. rescmded in September, after'SOS ofﬁ—

cials refused the coalition access for an on-site "

~investigation. SOS officials said they refused ac-

cess because-the coalition had supported -SOS’S

former executive director in a lawsuit against the
- shelter. The former director, Sandra Ramos, filed

& lawsuit against SOS after she was fired in Janu-
ary, 1086.
: Ms. Ramas who founded -508, claims the
board did not have cause to fire her. Her case is
pending hefore Superior Court Judge Sherwm D.
Lester in Hackensack,

Coalition Presuient Beverly Gilbert sald her

organization does not plan to contest DYFS's find- -
ings, and said there have been no other complaints,

Ms. Gilhert would not say who mgde the com-
plaints, which centered on SOS’s requiring counsel-
"ing for battered women, excluding them' from
-helping run the shelter,

-nsufficient -advocacy =

staffing, and discriminatory admission practices.

808'is a private, nonprofit group with a shel-

“ter in Teaneck for 35 battered women-and their’

children, and three homes that can accommodam_ |

another 30 people
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