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Staff Writer

The troubles of a 26-year-old
Paterson mother seemed insur-
mountable. She was homeless
‘and in the midst of custody fight
for her lwo daughters, who she
suspeels were sexually assaulted
by their father.

That's when an organization
called Save Our Sisters stepped
in. Represenatives of that group
sald the woman — like the many
they help — has becn totally vie-
timized by the system. - - 77 .

But with the backing of the
group, the woman said she is now
prepared to try to establish a
home and hattle for custody of
her daughters, ages seven and
five. She voluntarily placed the
children in foster care several
months age when she became
homeless,

The custody case is scheduled
o be back in Passaic County Su-
perior Court in Paterson on Aug.
29. :

Af the last hearing on the custo-.
dy case on July 93, state Superior’

Court Judge Herbert 5. Alterman
ordered a cheelr on the father's
eriminal record and his past fail-
ure to pay child support for the
psyceho-
lagical evaluations -of both pat-
onts and a status report on the

mother's Fesidence™ 7 o

The father was gentenecd on
Nec. 2, 1087 to three yeals in pris-
on after pleading puilly to 2
Sweapons offense. Fe is now cm-
ployed as an airline mechanic in
Florida, He could not he reached
for comment,

-~ gandra Ramos, who heads Save
Our Sisters, said at the last court
hoaring the father anlicipated he
would he able to take the givls Lo
Florida with him. ahe said the
slate Division of Youth and -
ly Services packs his cfforts to
pain custody of the sisters and
eharges thad DYIFS hins imored
evldence thal the fathor drinks
aied may. hnve sexunlly’ alsed

been totally :
victimized by tho !
system.” i

— Santra Bemea,
‘ Save Uy
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the children.

Winnie Stites, a spokesvomsh
for DYFS in Trenton, sub! il i
against agency policy 1o Crnac:!
on any case.

“This woman has heen telally

- yietimized by the system,” Ramns

said.

that disputes hetween the par-.
ents started-in 1987. The first ac-
tion.was a paternity suit fited hy
the mother.

‘After her boyfriend was found
to be the father of the girls. & se-
ries of court orders set up =up-
port payments. He is now moice
than $6,000 behind in pavments,
the records show, .

The mother’s web of teaal and
emotional problems are amans
the wrongs Ramos and her volun-
teers said they set out [0 right
four years ago when they started
Save Our Sisters. The ordaniza-
tion is a spinofl of the shelior
Our Sisters program in Hacken-
sacl,whichshe helperd to creatd,

Ramos, a leacher at William
Paterson College in Wayne, saidl
she lefl the Sheller Our Sisters
arganization heeause it lost s
whearl” and became a tancle of
hurcaueracy. Tho two groups are
now involved in the civil court ac-
tion in Bergen County over the
use of the SG8 aame.

Puon aller beaving the flacken-
sack-hased group, Ramos said
che slill pot calls for help from
Lattered and abused women.

Thal’s when she said she iteeid-
ed Lo start the new orpaniziiion
which now hns sheltees and snle
houses i Passpie ol Verren
ronnties,

Meanwhile, court records show




