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Tnspired by the fatal shooting
of 8 Montelair mom in her neigh-
borhood YMCA, Monica’s Law
to limit batterers’ visitation rights
with their children has beest pro-
posed for. the Assembly - “fast
frack” ‘and ‘may prompt long-

 awaited reform called for. by
- Sirengthen Out Sisters, °a local

women's sheltet. ,
Barly this month, Assembly-
wnan Thomas Giblin (D -District
34) called for the Judicial Com-
rittee to give Monica’s Law,
restricling visitation rights for
those with a domestic violence
Jiistory, the “4 ast track” or top pri-
ority over other pending legisla-

- tion,

w{e've seen a systemic, prob-
Tem with domestic-violence and
_ have to take a positive step to pro-

tect both victims and their fami-

Jies,” said Giblin, a Montclair res-

ident, in getting behind the Taw-

named. for 31-year-old Monica
“gisl, who was shot to.death last
june in the Montclair YMCA
Ranilly Center. © - -
~“Monica was born and raised
in- Montclair so it hit close-to
home for me not only because it’s
my - district: but because 1 live

there,” said Giblin, through Chief - has |
 but she thinks there are some fac-

of State Justin Fahey.
- Sandra Ramos; founder of shel-
ters in West Milford - and
Wanaque, said that her organiza-
tion has long I
laws fo protect the victims: of
Jomestic violence. In- Monica
Paul’s - case, Kennéth Anton
uckett, 37, of Orange hied “curb-
side visitation” of .the children,
which Kept hit int contact with
thie mother of his two children.
Paul was. shot to death while
~ watching one of her children take
swiniming lessons at the neigh-
" hothood Y, and though accused
of killing the mother of his chil-
ciren, Duickett in March pléaded
not guilty to-a murder charge.

-~

‘Tobbied for-tighter -

‘ments.

' You get a restraining
order and then he has
yisitation and he knows
where you are. It keeps
the women trapped
and the children
endangered,

~Sandra Ramos,
founder of Strengthen our Sisters

Although Paul’s story made
headlines, Ramcs said she has
seen ‘many a hoiror story result
from court orders that endanger
women by puttinf them in contin-
wed contact with their batterex..
After coming to the aid of domes-
ti¢ violence victims for 40 years,
Ramos is firm in her conviction
that “battereis shwould not get cus-
tody" and that jaws should be
besfed up to protect the innocent,

Unider the current system, she
said, “You get a restraining order
and thex he has visitation-and he
mows where you are. Itkeeps the

“women traénged and the children

endangere

" Ramos said- Monica’s -Law
tackles marniy -of the issues SOS
has been highlighting for years,

toss that won't help mich at all,
such as requiring a public official
irained in domestic violence to
perform a ‘risk assessment to
determine whether the visitation
rights of a father, who is named in
a resfraining ordet, should be
reinstated. - o
She said that often batterers
can shine through these "risk
assessments, not showing their
dangerous side, thereby regaining
access to their victims' lives.-
“The biggest thing is batterers
get custody and these risk assess-
don't really catch it [the
batterers’ tiue nature] in many
cases,”, she: said. “How 'many

' 1S€rS |
shooting of Montclair mom

times a woman’s killed and they -
say the [batt_ereg never showed
signs [of such-a eadly potential]
before?”
Besides

Monica’s. Law also calls for

the risk assessment,
the

following: (1) women who have |

official documented evidence O
domestic violence have the right
to withhold visitation of their
child for fear of their life or their
children’s lives; (2? violating a
vestraining ordér will have a pun-
ishment of three to five years,
equivalent to-a gun violation; and
(3) a convicted offender must
wear an electronic device that
notifies the victim as well ‘as
police when he or she is near the
victim. o

Although the proposed - law

seeks to tighten the penalties for

violating a restraining order,
which, is currently 18 months in’

prison, Ramos said gtiffer punish-

Inent is “overdue” and suggested

that Monica’s Law doesn’t gofar |

enough in this regard - with ifs.
three to five years incarceration.

~ “J do support the law [Moni- |-
ca's Law] but the law is only as .

ood as its enforcement “and
judges are still saying, Youw'renot
a battered woman because you
waited too long to-file charges,
and you're not 8 battered woman
because. your scais aren't g

enaugh, and you should stay wit )

your batterer because he needs:
you,” Ramas said, '
Once again on May 8 in front

of the Passaic County Courthouse .

in Paterson, SOS supposters will
‘walk in number with empty baby
carriages to “show that.many,
many good mothers lose custody
of their children,” she said.
Those interested in joining the
baby carriage protest on May 8
can call 973-831-0898. For.more
information on Monica’s Law vis-
it on the Web at

petitions,com/petition/Monica.

E-mail: ro_lando@northjersey.co}n
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