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hen the threatening calla came in ‘the -
middle of the night, as they always: did, .
Susan loy awake in terror, wondering;, :
“Where is he? At a.pay phene néarhy?”- |
Suasan fled her Pompton-Lakes home' . |
16 montha ago to the safety of. Stt'ength- B
_en Our Sisters, a sheltér for batiered and '
hoieless women in-Pasaaic County. Su:
san, hotther real name, has béen atalked reIentlesoly by hor,
ostlanged hvsband since then, : . e
“He kept hiding in the woods near the shelter callmg' C
.my name,.for three months. He found out where T lived - "
“~when I moved to Weat Milford, and lie dedtroyeéd my ¢ar - - .
":and . my frienil's car. He koepo callmg me. ancl sending me:
- thireatening lettats,
S “Now 'm moving again;. and I’m afrald he’ll ﬁnd e
“and carry oul his threats to kill me or-hurt:my parents;
~ “gaid Stigari; a 27-year-old mothor of four who now works a
s rthe: ahelter as an advocate: . /7
"7~ 'Susan hopes that a. proposed state law. that wou]d mait
v stalking a ciime may help ensure: her safety and tlfat
K 'peopie like her e
-2 “Right now, the pattem is;. he gets out Of,]dll harasse
-+ .mejand] have to‘go.to courl to.file-contempt charges tha
“ he violated the restraining order: Pve’had to-do that, abou
ight:times. T en he goesn to Jall for 30.days; 60 dayo, ani

e- gets out. ag m, smd Suozm ! “Whon ho 8" awoy, X hav
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thiee to five years incarceration
and fines up to $7,600,

-8ponsors expect the hill will he

pasagd this fall,
: NNarsey is one of dozens of

- states th consider or enact such a
law since’ the beginning of the
yeas, said Joan Zorza, senior attor-
ney for the National Battered
Women Law Project in New York,
That state enacted anti-stalking
leglslatlon July 21.

The states are following the lead
of California, which adopted the
first anti-atallking bill in 1990, fol-
lowing the murder of actress Re-
becea SchaefTér. She was shot and
killed by & man who had followed
her for two years.,

Originally, the Ieglslatlon wag
seen as a protection for public fig-
ures being followed — people like
David Letterman, whose Con-

-necticut home has been repeatedly
staked out and invaded by a per-
sistent and mentally unatable fan
who claimed to be his wife,

_ But the statking legislation was
picked up by advocates for women,
especlally victima of domestic vio-
lence, who are most often the tar-
get of stalkers, Griffin said,

“The experience we've had with
stalking is thatf it generally arises
out of domestic violence cases,
with one spouse following another
around,” said Paul Brickfield, Ber-

. gen County first aasxstant progecu-
tor, -

“Many women who leave their

spouses talk about how he contin--

ues to follow them around. It's

very disturbing for them to turn

around and see him there,” said
Susgan Flelach, director of the Pas-
salc County Women’s Center,
which provides counseling, shelter,
and advocacy for vietims of do-
mestic viclence and sexual agsault
in Pagsaic County, :

Cheryl Kramer, acting d]rector'

of Alternatives to Domestic Vio-
lence, a Bergen County agency,
said "stalking occurs in a small
number of cases she hears shout,
but “in those cases, it’s very fright—
ening to the individual, At any

point they can be attacked. People .

have gone into ‘hiding because
they’re so fearful — think of
‘Slecping With The Enemy.' 1
think it's extremely important to
have a stalking bill in place.” .

In the film “Sleeping With the
Ehemy,” Julin Roberts plays an
abused spouse who runs away and
creates a new identity, only to he
tracked down and stalked by a vio-
lent husband.

Other movies have featured
women ag stalkers, including “Fa-
tal Attraction,” in.which Glenn
Closeé threatens Michael Douglas
and his family; and “Play Misty

TFor Me,” in which disc jockey . .

Clint Eastwood is stallced by a de-
ranged fan.

Unlike the plote of most movies,
however, the outcome can be fatal

- for victims in real life.

On May 16, Stephen Semel, 52,

of Warren, was waiting for hls,

wife, Bertha, 53, in'the parking lot

“ag she left her job at Overlook

Hospital in Summit. As she sat in
her cdr, a shot came through the

window, killing her. Semel, who

had a history of domestic violence
and owned weapons, then killed
himaself,

Despite a restraining order com-
manding Semel to stay away from
his wife, “he had been stalking her
for some time,” Union County
Prosecutor Andrew K. Ruotolo Jr.
said after the murder.

Victims now have recourse un-

der a provision of the besfed-up -

Domestic Violence Act that names
harassment as one of the criteria

constituting domestic violence.

Under that criteria, judges can ia-
sue restraining ovders againat the
harasser, ordering that the victim
be left alone. There also is a crimi-
nal law againat harassment,

But Griffin said stalking is not
explicitly spelled out in the defini-

tion of harassment in the domestic

violence law.

“Often, a judge will 1ule that a

guy has to-stay 26 feet away from
the house. So he _]ust sits 26 feef
away and stays there,” she said. “I
thinik it will pull a lot mors domes-
tic violence defendants into the
net. Right now, it’s one of the ha-

haviors abusers can get awsw with .

and they know it.”
Harassment ltself isn't -always

‘congidered serious by judges, said -

Sandy Clark, assistant director of

the New Jersey Coalition of Bat-

tered Women, an advocacy pro-

gram that coordinates aervwes
—around the stdte.

-Both Griffin and Olark Sald.

- eventually they would like to see
stalking listed as a criteria for do-

mestic violence within the Domes- :
““tie Violence. Act.

That would dispel any questions
about the law’s constitutionality,

or the right to freely move and do

Ban on stalking proposed

what one pleases, Griffin said.

The stalking bill alao will extend
protection to those not now cov-
ered under the act — people who
sharé a household or have in the
past, or a person who has a child
by the stalker; said Elaine Meyer-
son, executive director of Shelter
Our Sisters, a shelter in Bergen
County.

"“Take a dating situaticn. You've
got a 19-year-old couple, and they
break up. He’s angry and hangs
out in the bushes watching her,”
Meyerson said.

A dtalking law might have
helped Angela Lance, 23, a Mong-
clair school 'secretary shot  and

. killed by her ex-boyfriend, Randy
‘Key, within days of the Semel

murder. Key had followed Lance
to her job at the school, where he
shot het and then killed himagslf,

"Lance, who told police days before

her death she was frightened of

‘Key, had obtained a restraining

order against:him, but the -order.
liad elapsed. =

Can-any law really prevent peo-
ple lilke Semel and Key from carry-
ing out their deadly intentions?

Chuck Ryan, a Midland Park at-
torney who counsels woman at Al-
ternative to Domestic Violencs,
said it won't be too helpful unless
judges, prosecutors, attorneys,

- probation officers, and social

workers batter understand the

psychology of abusers and take the

fears of the harassed more seri-
ously. “Théese guys are manipula-

- tors. They’re very good at it, and if

yow're not traiged, you'll fall vie-
tim to it,” he said.

But Ryan and others beheve the
proposed stalking bill atrengt,héns

_thé existing law, bringing in-

creased protection to the ha_rgssed.




